The contestants
pesipn from scratch, but they do need to fmd a way o modify or satisfaction in the whole sewing process, *| just love walching how
personalize an exisling pattern to suite the theme of the challenge.  somethin
With the hedp of Instructors they skelch up ideas, swatch fabric it coming off the machine and walching the fabric turn ink
andl create a storyboard for their designs. The remaining weeks something special.” Grace Entwhistie 15, (), winner in the
Bl Ihe session are dedicated o constructing the garments. The 15- to 18-yeacnid dwvision, says that desp
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With a Project Runway-style competition, one New Jersey fab

and "tweens discover that sewing is definitely “in

store is helping
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Wailk info the sewing luding Wneue Fafferns edifor-in-chisf Katiny Marr
studio at Fabeicland in Morth  was just gorgeous,” she says of Friedman’s design.
the technigue—it's amazing to see someons 50 young turning out
: such a fabulous project.” Mamone wers equaily impressad by the
the age—arwd skill—of the kher budding designens who made thes way down the runweay,
bodies seated 4] the sewing M wias really hand fo chooss fhe winners,” 5he Says. “Eventhing wes
machines, Education is big =0 well gone.™

at this store and much of The kids participating are egually compiementary of aach

it is focused on the 18 and other, “it’s great to watch how they encourage and help each
under set. The class roster 5 ofther during class,” savs Plominski, And though there’s nons

Tha colors,

Packad wilh everything from of [he Cattr 3 Dack being thal takes place on the [V show,
basic sewing o advanced the kids who come out do want to win, And why not? Aside fron

pattern drafting—ypdus the thirill of having their falents recognized in front of an awdience
everything in bebween. the participants have the chance 0w scholarship money and

But the one session that arguabiy creates the most excitement is a state of the art sewing machine. But prizes aren't the only perk.
Project Fabricland, a 12-week course that kicks off much the Fredman says she thrives on the compelition, both with her

I 1 ]
Same mannar &5 the reality TV show that inspired i, Like their lassmates and hersefl, “['ve done 1his every yaar, and avery year

1 reafity TV, the fashion sawy kids who Sign up | want i make something maore challenging, she says. *| lowe

for the course start the sesesion with the urveiling of 2 sewing having something that's totally diferent from what everyone elss

Challenge. “This year's challenge was Make It Prcturesque,” says is wearing.” Samantha Squer (2), winmer in the 14-yvear-old
school director and Project Fabricland organizer Nancy Plominski, category, has a similar fake, “lt's just so cool to be abie to say you

jeweiop a design based on a favomnte piece of art.” made what wou're wearing,” she savs, Eleven-year-oid Margaux
f ol £ _ e

1 this parficular contest don't have fo cresie 2 MNatielio (3), winner of the 1

ysar ] Al A.. ncke

50 much fun 1o see

make develops,” she says. *Its ¢

e competition she

F

program culminates in a full-scaie fashion show, where the kids inds sewang incredibly relweng. “If I've had a bad day at school
ke 10 the runway, modeling their garments for both judges and ar I'm stressed, it feels greal o come o class and sew,” she says,
an audence of appreciative fashion fans, “Making things makes me fes! good.”

Many parficipants o

Fabricland—including 20107 Intformatton abowl irgm np and Bedels can by fousd g e, faticianed com
akd Aman

Bect |n Show winmer, 18-y nan (1), have OF call [0&) 7354700, e
been with the program from the beginning. “It's just so great to

gee them keep coming back year after year,” says Plominskd,

fWe gt to watch them grow up both in age and in skifl, If's just
Isbulous,” Plominiski ays that what most impresses her about

the kids who parbcipate is their fearlessness—they're willing to try
just about anything, “They have a great sense of design and they
now whiat they want 1o do,” she says, “They set really high goals
Hiex themsehves and they mest them,”

That feariessness was evident in Friedman's winning design—
an empire-warst sdk gown that she painted by hand. Friedman, an
j8n student whio will be studying design at the Prait Institute in New
fferk this year, had never atternpled fabric painting before but that
1 faze her. “| just sort of knew it would work,™ she says. “And
m realy happy with fhe wery it worked oul.” She shoukd be, Her

5, wiiich Shi ywore fo her prom, wowed all of the judges,
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