DESIGNING KIDS
HAPPILY REAPING
WHAT THEY SEW

Top righd, Mook Dash, 12, of Springlels mecely the dress she mace s the Kids Summes Camp 8 Fabectrd in Mo Plasfiold, s Julle Ros, 1:,11%“
chwecks B out Albove, imacher Chinia Gonch weris wish Caitlin Daherty, 12, of Middieses and Christien Wallaco, 12, of Groen Brook s the camg,

‘Project Runway’ sparks passion for homemade fashion
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On “Projéet Hunwagy, " aspiring desipnen
Ap o s =iin e chiffon — ond hoes.
ingly, ench other — while fsidon mentor Tim
Gunn wanders through the studid ofeving
&rch observalions on Uheir works-in-pinigness,
sl & this recinl =inner; "I loola ke o
péerodociyt out of m guy 'Juresse Park.” "
A nusrprising number of sehool iids ore Lm
g i Lo Lhe peility TV serics — aa homework
The Dravo bt is helping io turm 3 legon of
teena &nd even grade-schoolens inko budiding
Balenciagas, Dedgling von Fuslenbers. oo

muybe even & raseent Narciso Redrigoer, the |

Hewnrk nwitve who worked for Arne Edein,
Dosma. Karan amd Cabdn Kiein befoee lnunch
i his owm saeoessld Ene o deende sgn

Or maayts they part want Lo pull & “Fretty .

B Fink* and dash off their own deeam prom
drees

Uised to be, pirls wouldn't be catght dend
wearing homespun ooy, umd mere g,
many mikiers Loday mrver lemmed o osew he-
yorel rustimentasy pliows or possibly o worky-
ernumed mirt inon Jursor R “homa 0" cliss,

Mow  Ueenagerd  afe  sowmnbng  sewing
elnsses offered by loenl fabeic shops, signieg up
fior faskdon merchandising and design course
Bk voebech schoals or working with private in
i ars, and fven gving home soonoeies —
o1, family wnd cormmmer sclemee — 8 second
Josie.

“The mins dont kiow bow fo do 1." sxys
Palricn DiGiok-Laind, n funily mnd consumer
schence tracher ot LF. Stevens High Schel in
Edisom, which ofes 6l leisl fve sewing
clisaen i freem jussd one & few yeRrs apn,

“When thelr idds do something, they'me in
aws of it At home, |E' ‘0, look whal my

Gonch wlches i Catin usss 8 bonger bo cul, Briah snd sew hes
dress. Topdns and teens ano Tircking bo sewing classes ai {abric
shops and tashion pourses @ vo-lech schools,
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daughter &d° Cme of my siudents, she mys,
"Every tme company comes (o Uhe house, my
mother iakes ol of e chssd
st | made snd doed & Dbben S of IL°

Leghaiin Laufericele, a 13- yenrold Fom
Bridgrauter, tnkes classes ot Pobricland in
Horth Phinfield where her  Mandasin.in-
spired. jucioet and cropped panis won the
sore's own verson of “Project  Runesy”
SRS Lhih Fear

“Heeing the show malde e wmnd o do L
more,” Leigharm siys

Bt ihe show aisy maloes ber think ahe
mruight not be cut oit for it & 8 career. =1 reak
ired how caithroat the business " she sy

Project Bumway b structuned sroumd New
York Fashioh Wedk and culntinates Friday
when Lt finallads givesll thelr cen oollechiont
e thee Lerida tn Boanl Packc the Snule sin
I Dty

When Napcy Plominsid 100K over 1he saw-
Ing prograns st Fabocland in Movemnber 2006,
kit Stone wak dowm Lo just & lew claisd. Now
thet sfore offers abanil 50 classed 8 moth for
LU o

For the lnst decade, Jermiler Sllelsld has
been feaching collepe-level patiem-maldng
and pument construction claees ol her
Bpeinglell- baded New Jores Rohool of Faaly
lon Design end Acossannm Er yolrgalen
whis mre feriois abouwl TS
fshion, Some of her studepis are sifll n
grufe schoo! — “If Balvatore Ferraramo
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Caitlin Doherty looks pleased with the dress she made at Fabricland In
Morth Plainfield, which holds its own version of “Project Runway.”
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Finding a passion
for fashion

started at 9" Slletskd says, “why
can't my kids do it?" — and she’ll
mentor them and help them de-
velop portfolios for top-flight
schools like Parsons and the Fash-
fon Institute of Technology.

*They all watch ‘Project Rumn-
way,' " Siletski says. “They're stim-
ulated by it, but they also under-
stand there’s hard work that goes
along with It. The end results can
be exciting, but in the end, they
have to have a background in sew-
ing and pattern-making or you
ean't put together something in 24
hours,"

Julla Pallone, 10, of New Vemon
pigeles at some of the looks sent
down the show's runway.

“Some of the clothes are really

Juliz's mother, Beth, comes
from a family of seamstresses and
belleves the skills her daughter is
leaming will help her no matter
what she wants to do with her life.

“It's a lot of problem-solving,”
she says. “It"s one thing to follow a
they were con-

structing something from scrateh
... How do you get from the con-
cept to the fnished product? This
is & real-life application.”

DiGiola-Lalrd says  “Praject
Runway" has helped boost interest
in sewing and fashion design, but
the trend towsrd creative handi-
crafts was already bullding.

Her theory: Kids today are cray-
ing a tangible sense of accomplish-
ment that they don't get from text-
rig or playing around on the com-

puter, “I think it does build their |

self-esteem when they make some-
thing," she says. (In that case, Julia
Pallone is exhibit A: “At the end of
the project,” she says, “it's fun to
see that you finkshed something.™)

Edwina Willlams, a fashion mer-
chandising and design instructor at
Oecean County Voeational Techni-
cal School in Brck, occasionally
brings in taped episodes of “Project
Runway™ to show in class.

“The challenges that deal with
tearmwork are always good because
it shows these students the impor-
tance of being able to work to-
gether to resolve a problem,” Wil-
liams =says. “You have to kind of
give and take; you have to make
compromises sometimes for the
sake of having the project work."”

Vieki Hyman may be reached af
vhymeanistariedger. con.




