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75 CENTS

Students to hit the runway in handmade creations

By MARK SPIVEY
Staff Writer

HORTH PLAINFIELD —
Celds can't be good that
anyons will show up to the
Chatham-based 51 Patrick
School's  eighth-grade
dance later this month
looking more elegant than
Card Benevenia, donning a
classically beautiful, faw-
lessly tallored sea green
evening gown.

Odds are probably” even
worsa that  anyone else
there will have actuslly de-
slimed and produced their
OWn dries.

Cara, 13 of New Provi-
dence, 18 one of 30 area st-
dents ages 11-17 to partlel.
pate in Praject Fabricland,
the annual youth program
rn. out of the sewing
sehool at the popular bor-
olgh fabric store of the
sEme namé  Conlestunts
competing in  thres ape
froups had their designs
Judged by a panel of thres
ared fashion experts on
Thursday befors taking to
the runway this morning
at North Flainfield High
School,

The program, bassd on
the Brave television show
“Project Runway.” has
achieved unprecedented
popularity in fts third
year, with asplring design-
ers from Somerset, Middls.

and Morris
counties. participating  in
the required 13-course pro-

Be¥, Union

gram  that precedes the
fashion show.

“It was a ot more work
than | thought - .. T had a
bit of a time crunch at the
end,” sald Cara, donning
hér creation, which ihe
#id she chose over a store
bought plece to wear to her
eighth-grade dance,

“I guess vou can feel
mare beautiful in it,” she
salll, “because vou made
| |

EPECIAL
bration
75th anniversary,

In cale-
of Fabiricland's
this

year's theme for the pro
gram s “Make it Retro*
with participants asked 1o
take inspiration fram fash
lon trends of a particular
Amh-comiury era or decade
Contestants will appaar on
stage by decade, aceording
to Fabricland owner Rrueo
Heyman, with 1820s-era
flapper outfits seguaing all
the way through 1670s-0rn
hippie garb. More than
£.000 In Fabriclond gift
certificates and sewing
prizes will be awarded fo
first-, second- and third-
place winners in the three
agu ps. and all pro
mpr;:u“m the show are

being donnted to The Leu
kemia & Lymphoms Soci
ety o New York:-based can
cer research and education
arganizition.

Judges graded pleces
with ssores fron 1-10 in six
categories, including retro
look; vsr of fabrics and
trims, fit. appropriatensss
for stated occasion or sen
zon, quality of sewing and
construction, amd design
boards, The panel ap-
peared impressed by
Amanda Friedman, o jun-
for ot Ridge High School In
Basking Ridge, who won
first place in her age group
lnst year aml took thind the
Year before

IF YOU GO

WHAIL: Third annual “Propect Fabricland” fashion shaw, &t
which 30 students ages 11417 will display outfits of their swn
deslen and ereation through the North Plainfield-baged Fab
ricinnd store’s Dehion education program.

WHEN: 10 am today

WHERE: Narih Plainfield High School, 31 Wilson Ave. Norih
Plainfiald

HOW MUBGH: $10 ut the door
CONTACT INFO: www fabricland com, 5087554700

FLafT phyme by Andrea Al
Fabricland's Cathy Quterman, leit, instructs contes-
tants for “Project Fabricland” howto best show afi
thelr deesses at Morth Plaindield High School in North
Flaindield on Thursday. Contestants computing in
three age groups hod thoir designs judged by n panil af
threo area lashion experts on Thursday belore taking
to the runway this morning st Morth Plaintield High
Bohool

Tm  pretty pleased,”
Frivdman, 17. sald of her
bright three-piece vellow
ond green design — |n-
gpirsd by @ photo of leg-
ntdary actress/model Lag.
ren Rocall — that includes
i capwr, bustier and U T i
was Inspilred by the 1840s,

“It's just amazing seeing
the different levels of how
thev've all come along and
evolvml  creatively,” said
Frank Galtieri, show coop-
dinator and  Fabricland
store monager. “You're
watching them all grow
up

pretiy - much with  the v ereabing &
change of roles among Ih']1'l;fl T‘ ';'!_ l"t“:[' m:";
women,” 'Friddman said g besically ot of no

ing,” ngreed Joffrey Shaw,
father of Amanda Shaw,
12, of Highland Park. =And
they're developing skills
and confidence as. thoy
create these dreginss

“That was “‘When they re-
wlly were no longer these
stepentypleal  housewives
anymore.”

Parents and Fabricland
offlcials alike said they be-
lieve the program has
gatned momentum due fo a
variety of remeona
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